
Day 1:Depart USA
Today we embark on our journey to the lands of ancient treasures
and Christian history with an overnight flight to Turkey. Prepare
yourself for a life-changing experience. Get some rest on the
flightMTomorrow you will be walking where the apostles walked!

Day 2: ArriveTurkey, Cappadocia
Arriving in Kayseri, we transfer to our lodging for the next two
evenings, where the remainder of the day is free for you to relax
and enjoy a leisurely dinner.

Day 3:Cappadocia
We spend all day exploring the history and scenery of Cappado-
cia. First off, we’ll visit the gently folding volcanic rock formations
and “fairy chimneys” of Goreme Open Air Museum. These rock
formations are not only beautiful, but functional as well. Many
early Christian communities lived and worshipped deep in the
rocks and crags, leaving their frescoes and paintings to be mar-
veled at centuries later. Other communities lived underground,
and we’ll visit these dwellings too. To protect themselves from
Roman persecution and marauding bandits, local people began to
live in underground caves forming “cities” that reach a depth of up
to 7 stories below the surface. Other sites include the Natural
Citadel of Uchisar and the small, picturesque village of Avanos –
famous for their red clay pottery. In Avanos we’ll visit “The Potter’s
Place: Gift Shoppe and Cultural Center” and have time for visiting
local potter for a demonstration and maybe try your own hand at
the potter’s wheel.

Day 4:Cappadocia / Caravanserai/ Lystra / Konya
Travelling westward, we stop at the Sultanhani Caravanserai just
like travelers from Turkey’s bygone era. Founded for military and
trade purposes, the Caravanserai’s Inn was built along the east-
west trade route. We will have lunch near Konya, followed by an
afternoon visit to Lystra, where Paul preached on his first mission-
ary journey (Acts 14: 6-22). Our lodging this evening will be in
Konya (ancient Iconium) included in Paul's first missionary jour-
ney. Nearly two thousand years ago, Paul and Barnabas visited
Iconium during Paul’s first missionary journey. As he preached to

the city, God used Paul to bring many Jews and Gentiles to Christ
(Acts 14: 1-6). We will also visit the excavations of Catalhoyuk be-
fore transferring to our lodging for the evening in Konya.

Day 5: PisidianAntioch / Mevlana Mausoleum
Konya is also the home of the Mystic sect of the spectral Whirling
Dervishes. We’ll have an opportunity to learn more about this
mysterious order when we visit the museum of its founder,
Mevlana, who is also known as the poet Rumi. We will continue to
Pisidian Antioch – one of important stops on Paul’s missionary
journeys. Although only 10% of Pisidian Antioch has been exca-
vated, the ruins from the Roman period are noteworthy. We’ll see
Septimus Severus’ triumphal gate, Augustus’ Temple, the Roman
baths, a theater and a church dedicated to Paul. We transfer to
the airport for our flight to Istanbul and our lodging for the next
two evenings.

Day 6: Bustling Istanbul
The tour today will be an unusual combination of Greek Orthodox,
Roman, Ottoman and modern day Islam including entrance into
the famed Blue Mosque and St. Sophia Church. After lunch we
visit the fascinating Topkapi Palace housing the many priceless
treasures and colorful stories of Ottoman Sultans. We return to
our hotel for dinner and overnight.

Day 7:Archaeological Museum, Sea of Marmara
This morning our guide will walk us through the wonderful exhibits
at the Archaeological Museum. Treasures include the sarcopha-
gus of Alexander the Great, mosaic remnants depicting the times
of Nebuchadnezzar, tablets of the Treaty of Kadesh known to be
between Ramses II and the Hittites during the 13th century BC
and many other wonderful items. Departing Istanbul, we travel
west across "Trace," the European portion of Turkey. The summer
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homes along the Sea of Marmara will provide the scenery as we
travel. Views of the bunkers on the hillside and the ocean going
vessels give clear understanding to the commentary of the British
major losses and World War I defeat in the Dardanelles Strait.
Our bus boards a large ferry for the scenic crossing of the Dard-
anelles to our lodging this evening in picturesque Çanakkale.

Day 8:AncientTroy, Pergamum & Izmir
We pass by the area known as Troas, where Paul had a vision
during his second missionary journey and was called to Macedo-
nia (Acts 16:8-13). Paul later spent a week in Troas preaching
here and Eutychus was resurrected (Acts 20:6-12). Ancient Troy
is well known for its 3rd and 4th Century BC excavations. Don't
forget to have your picture taken from the top of the Trojan Horse.
Our next visit of the day is Pergamum. Once a busy trading cen-
ter and famous as a "seller of purple," the most favored of the
Seven Churches, the church of Pergamum was praised for its for-
bearance (Rev. 2:12-17). It was here that the first Christians were
executed by Rome. We'll visit the fabled Acropolis, pass through
the Royal Gates, view the foundations of the Temple of Zeus and
visit the ruins of the library, which once held 200,000 volumes. We
continue south to Izmir the third largest city in Turkey and a long
time center for Jews and Christians. In Paul's day, Izmir was
known as Smyrna and was another of the Seven Churches (Rev.
2:8-11). Here we'll see Polycarp's Church and the ancient agora.
Our lodging this evening will be in Izmir.

Day 9:Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Pamukkale
A stop will be made in Thyatira to view the ancient roadway and
period columns en-route to Sardis. Sardis was berated by John
for its facade of strength when in reality, it was weak (Rev. 3:1-6).
Here coins were minted and the dyeing of wool originated. We'll
visit the gymnasium and synagogue. Our next stop is nearby
Philadelphia from where we are challenged to “hold fast” and look
forward to the coming of the "new Jerusalem" (Rev. 3:7-13) in the
Book of Revelation. Not much is left of the city except for the an-
cient wall and the remains of a Byzantine basilica in the modern
city of Alasehir. Our lodging this evening will be in a lovely spa
hotel in Pamukkale.

Day 10:Hierapolis, Laodicea & Colossae
Hierapolis, meaning "Sacred City," was an ancient center for
pagan cults until it was transformed into a Christian center in the
first century. According to tradition, the Apostle Philip lived and
was martyred in Hierapolis. It was likely the hot springs of Hier-
apolis in contrast to the cold mountain springs near Colossae that
combined to bring application to the "lukewarm" Laodiceans (Rev
3:14-22). This connection between the cities lies behind Paul’s
reference to Hierapolis and Laodicea in his epistle to the Colos-
sians (Col 4:13). Laodicea contains many acres of ruins to visit in-

cluding a stadium and remnants of a sophisticated water system.
Nearby Colossae is well-known throughout Christian circles as
the receiver of Paul's letter to the Colossians. Today, the town has
fallen into obscurity and nothing remains. We spend the remain-
der of the day traveling through the Turkish countryside arriving in
the port city of Kusadasi where we spend two nights. The day will
not be complete without a visit to a local Turkish Rug cooperative.

Day 11: Ephesus
We travel to the nearby town of Selcuk for a visit to the Basilica of
St. John, housing an immersion baptismal and believed to be
resting place of John. From here we have an excellent overview
of the Ephesus harbor, the Mosque of Jesus and the Temple of
Artemis, completed in its most famous phase around 550 BC and
listed as one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. We
spend the remainder of our day in Ephesus, the city of the Bible
and one of the largest restorations still in progress with miles of
ancient treasures. Ephesus was once a thriving port town of
250,000 people. Today you can still see the spectacular excava-
tions of the major streets in this ancient city where we view the Li-
brary, Agora, theatre, colorful mosaics in the aristocratic Terrace
Houses, a panoramic view of the surrounding ancient port area
including a wealth of church history and cultural insight. The day
will not be complete without a visit to a local Turkish Rug coopera-
tive.

Day 12: Isle of Patmos
This afternoon we embark our cruise ship and sail for a visit to the
beautiful Isle of Patmos, under statutory protection as a historic
monument. Here we have a optional tour to see the fortified
monastery of St. John and the cave claimed to be where John re-
ceived the Revelation. Back on the ship, enjoy dinner before set-
tling in to your cabin for the night.

Day 13:Crete, Santorini
Crete is the largest and the most rugged of the Greek islands.
Take an optional tour to Heraklion and the fantastic ruins of the
Palace of Knossos. Discovered in 1899 and partially recon-
structed, the elaborate Palace is believed to be the mythical
Labyrinth of King Minos and the seat of ancient Minoan culture.
This afternoon visit the island of Santorini which is perhaps the
most breathtaking of all the Greek Islands. The town of Thira
where white-washed houses, narrow streets, open-air cafes and
glittering boutiques cling to steep cliffs, is accessible by foot path,
cable-car or mule. You may choose to take an optional tour of
sailing around an active volcano crater and swimming in the water
heated by hot springs or enjoy this lovely island on foot. Again we
return to the ship for dinner and evening entertainment.



Day 14:Disembark Cruise – Corinth & Mycenae
We disembark the cruise this morning and travel west with a rest
stop and photos at the Corinth Canal. We then travel to the an-
cient city of Corinth, another treat for the New Testament scholar.
Corinth is the city that inspired many of Paul's most familiar let-
ters. See the Archaeological Museum, the Market Place, the
Bema, and the Temples. To enjoy a devotional in the midst of the
ruins of the church of Corinth and see the pillars, steps, and pub-
lic worship place where Paul preached will enhance your under-
standing and love of I & II Corinthians. The ruins of this important
cultural center are fascinating as we walk along the stone path
that the Apostle Paul walked. The engineering skill and intellect of
these people are evident in the water systems that still flow from
ancient to modern day. Our guide will be sure to show you the
room dedicated to the medical care of that period. After the visit to
ancient Corinth we travel to Mycenae where the remains of the
ancient city date back to the Bronze Age to see the famous Li-
onesse Gate, the Tomb of Agamennon in the shape of a Beehive,
and many other sites before we return east to Athens for check in
at our hotel followed by dinner.

Day 15:Athens
Following breakfast this morning we tour Athens, the foundation
of democracy. We visit the Acropolis, the Parthenon, and Erec-
theum before viewing Athens atop Mars Hill where Paul stood and
preached the truth to the Gentile nation. From atop Mars Hill we
view the Agora below, the ancient marketplace and center of
Athenian public life. Additional sites viewed during our panoramic
bus tour are, the House of Parliament, the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, Olympic Stadium, and Presidential Palace. An option later
this afternoon is a visit to the famous Plaka with a multitude of
shops and cafes.

Day 16:Homeward Bound
We transfer to the airport for our flight back to the USA.

Outside Cabin - Only $135

INCLUDED INTOUR PRICE
Airfare to Istanbul on Day 5, inside cabin (category D), first class
(4 Star) lodging, breakfast and dinner daily, modern transporta-
tion, sightseeing as listed.

NOT INCLUDED INTOUR PRICE
Flight departures (low cost fares available nationwide), transfers
(not included unless airfare is purchased from Pilgrim Tours),
travel/cancellation insurance, optional port tours, gratuities, cruise
port taxes & service fees($131.00), *Turkey visa fee (U.S. $30.00
/ Canada $60.00 USD) See information below.

Please Note: Turkey Entry Visas* must be secured in ad-
vance prior to arrival. Visas can be obtained in advance on-
line at the link below. Optional shore excursions can be
purchased on tour prior to cruise embarkation.

*Turkey “E-Visa” online purchase -
https://www.evisa.gov.tr/en/

2016

March $3,294
Single Supplement: $790

April - October $3,398
Single Supplement: $790

Special Rates for
Pastors, Christian
Educators & Custom
Groups of All
Sizes!

Date Land Only

PRICE PER PERSON:
BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

Contact

Pilgrim
Tours

for a discoun
t

airfare quote

from your

city!


